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Around the
COUNTY

Citrus County GOP’s
headquarters open
Citrus County Republican
Headquarters is open for all
election information and materials. Yard signs, bumperstickers, and brochures on
the Republican candidates,
along with information on the
amendments and referendums on the ballot can be
picked up.
The headquarters is in the
Keller Williams building at
707 Adolph Pt & State Road
44, Lecanto. Hours are 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and some days until 7
p.m. and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturdays.
For more information, call
249-1167.

Women’s Political
Network meets Monday
The Women’s Political Network of Citrus County’s next
meeting will focus on constitutional amendments and
judges who are up for retention on the November ballot.
The group meets from 6:30
to 7:45 p.m. Monday, Oct. 18,
at the Coastal Region Library
on Crystal Street in Crystal
River.
Group members will present information about the five
amendments and judges who
face merit retention.
For more information call
Patricia Cowen at 746-9003.

Sample ballots
in the mail
Official sample ballots for
the general election are in the
mail. Voters who have not requested an absentee ballot
will receive a sample ballot.
The Supervisor of Elections
Office encourages voters to
review the sample ballot to
familiarize themselves with it.
City of Inverness residents’
(only voters in precincts 409
and 410) ballots will include
the Inverness Charter
Amendment. City of Crystal
River City residents’ (only
voters in precinct 105) ballots
will include Crystal River
races for mayor and City
Council Seat 2.
Voters are encouraged to
mark the sample ballot and
use it as a guide when voting
at an early voting site or at
the polls on Election Day.
Copies of the sample ballots
are available on the Supervisor of Elections Office website at www.votecitrus.com.
Those with questions
about the sample ballot, voter
registration or other special
concerns may call the elections office at 341-6740 or go
online at www.votecitrus.com.

Corrections
Because of reporter error,
a story on Page A3 of
Wednesday’s Chronicle, “Impact-fee break set to continue,” contained incorrect
information. The county pays
$57,000 in annual dues to the
Withlacoochee Regional
Planning Council.
The Chronicle regrets the
error.
A story on Page A3 of
Wednesday’s edition, “The
Path celebrates 10 years of
changing lives,” contained incorrect information. The annual budget of the gospel
rescue shelter is $575,000
and not the figure previously
published.
The Chronicle regrets the
error.

Clarification
Those seeking to contact
the Supervisor of Elections
Office for information regarding ballots or other information concerning the upcoming
elections should call (352)
341-6740 or fax (352) 3416749.
Telephone numbers for the
Supervisor of Elections Office
in Sunday’s Commentary
section were not the numbers
intended for such inquiries.
Election information may also
be found online at
www.votecitrus.com.
—From staff reports

Election forum tonight in Lecanto

Candidates to voice
opinions on issues
at Chronicle event
MIKE WRIGHT
Chronicle

Candidates for local and federal
offices will be featured Thursday at
the Citrus County Chronicle’s election forum.
The forum begins at 7 p.m. at the
College of Central Florida in
Lecanto. Doors open to the public at
6 p.m. Admission is free.
Chronicle forums are considered

FYI
Go to www.chronicleonline.com
to watch the forum live. The
forum will then stream on a
taped basis after Thursday.

a highlight of most elections seasons, newspaper Publisher Gerry
Mulligan said.
“Citrus County residents have a
tradition of wanting to get to know the
candidates for political office,” he
said. “The Thursday forum will give
voters a great chance to meet each
candidate up close and personal.”
The
forum
will
include
candidates for:
■ County Commission District 2:

Republican John “JJ” Kenney and
Democrat Phillip Mulrain.
■ County Commission District 4:
Republican Rebecca Bays, Democrat Jim Brunswick and no party affiliation Marco Wilson.
■ U.S. House District 5: Republican Rich Nugent and Democrat Jim
Piccillo.
Each race will be featured one by
one.
Candidates will be given four
minutes each for opening statements. That will be followed by 10
minutes of questions/answers led by
a Chronicle Editorial Board panel.
Candidates will then have two minutes each for a closing.
Candidates will have tables set

up throughout the room with their
literature. Attendees are encouraged to speak with candidates before or after the forum.
Biographical information about
candidates, as printed in Sunday’s
Commentary section, will be
available.
Candidates for Citrus County
Mosquito Control Board will be introduced but not be speaking as
part of the program.
Supervisor of Elections Susan
Gill will have a table with sample
ballots, information about early voting and other election-related
items.
For more information about the
forum, call 563-3228.

Trial process rolls on
Advocacy group attends hearing for man charged with deaths of four motorcyclists
LARRY CLIFTON
For the Chronicle
The Sumter County man
charged with four counts of
vehicular homicide and
DUI after a fatal collision
with two motorcycles carrying four people — ultimately killing them all,
including a Beverly Hills
man and Hernando woman
— was granted a continuance in his case Wednesday
in Bushnell.
Criminal Court Judge
William Hallman scheduled the second pretrial
hearing for Paul A. Sermons for 9 a.m. Jan. 19, in
his courtroom at the
Sumter County judicial
complex. Sermons was arraigned in July,
The 45-year-old Bushnell
man is charged with the
deaths of John Holmes, 55,
Beverly Hills, and his passenger Patricia Beihayn,
52, Hernando, and William
Barker, 54, Stuart, and his
passenger Patrice Poole,
55, Mount Dora.
Because alcohol was involved and Sermon’s driver’s
license was suspended, leaders of the motorcyclist advocacy group ABATE of
Florida encouraged members to attend Wednesday’s
hearing. Approximately 50
members were among spectators in the courtroom.
Sermons appeared briefly
in a red prison jumpsuit
worn by inmates charged
with homicide and looked on
as assigned defense attorney
Kevin Beck arranged the
continuance with Hallman.
According to a Florida
Highway Patrol report, the
accident occurred when
Sermons, traveling west on
County Road 476 around 7
p.m., allegedly pulled into
the motorcycles’ path in the
eastbound lane.
The report states Sermons attempted to pass a
slower-moving pickup in
his 1991 GMC truck and collided with the motorcyclists near the intersection
of C.R. 476 and C.R. 629.
Sermon’s truck collided

MATTHEW BECK/Chronicle

ABOVE: A motorcyclist
drives past the Sumter
County Judicial Building
early Wednesday morning.
Leaders of the motorcyclist
advocacy group ABATE of
Florida encouraged members to attend the hearing
of the man charged with the
deaths of four motorcyclists.
ABATE is a nonprofit group
of motorcycle enthusiasts
that promotes motorcycle
safety, training and political
awareness. The group also
lobbies and educates the
government and the general
public to promote motorcycling in a safe image. LEFT:
Bruce Staley’s reflection is
seen in a motorcycle mirror
as he and others wait for
court proceedings to begin
Wednesday.
with the motorcycles, ejecting both drivers and both
passengers. A female passenger from one motorcycle was thrown into the
windshield of the truck
Sermons was trying to pass,

the report states.
Sumter County Fire Rescue pronounced three of
the motorcyclists dead at
the scene. The fourth was
transported to an area hospital, where she was pro-

nounced dead.
Sermons is charged with
four counts of driving while
under the influence of alcohol or drugs/manslaughter, four counts of vehicular
homicide and driving while

license is suspended.
Sermons was arrested
following an investigation
of the accident and placed
in the Sumter County Detention Center with bond
set at $225,000.
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Locals pick perfect pumpkin
Pickin’ Patch
now open in
Dunnellon
JEFF BRYAN
Special to the Chronicle
The search for the “Great
Pumpkin” has begun in
earnest at The Pickin’ Patch.
Since its grand opening
Saturday, more than 1,500
people have combed through
the 6 1/2 acres in search of
the perfect pumpkin for the
Halloween Jack -o’-lantern.
“It was a fantastic
turnout,”
owner
Scott
Thomas said of the initial
weekend. “We kind of expect the momentum to keep
rolling off of that through
the word of mouth.”
During Saturday’s grand

THE PICKIN’ PATCH
 Hours: 3-7 p.m. Wednesdays through Thursdays;
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Fridays through Sundays
 Directions: Take Robinson Road to the curve.
The patch is on the right-hand side.

opening, one lucky family
plucked a 37 1/2-pound
pumpkin from the field.
Kathleen Knigthley and
her daughter, Breanna, came
from Pine Ridge to pick
pumpkins. While they were
searching, her husband and
son went on a hayride.
“It was nice to find it,”
Kathleen
said,
noting
friends had told her family
about the place. “It’s nice
and it was close to home.”
In addition to the youpick-’em pumpkins and
hayrides, families can let
their youngsters play on a
hay fort and a picture station is set up for parents to

capture the moment.
Youth groups and other
organizations are allowed to
set up fundraising stations
on the weekends. During the
weekend, the Dunnellon
FFA Alumni will sell sweet
tea, boiled peanuts and have
face paintings available.
The
Thomases
said
they’re also opening the
field during off hours to
allow for student field trips,
so they can develop a better
understanding of the agriculture industry.
The Pickin’ Patch is open
from 3 to 7 p.m. Wednesdays
and Thursdays and 10 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Friday through
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Breanna Knigthley of Pine Ridge picks out a pumpkin at The
Pickin’ Patch in Dunnellon.
Sunday.
To get to The Pickin’
Patch, take Robinson Road
until the curve in the road.
The patch is on the righthand side. For more information, call (352) 533-4344.

As of right now, Thomas
said, the field will be open
until Oct. 31 unless the demand for season pumpkins
is still high.
“We might stay open, it’s a
possibility,” Thomas said.

